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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, August 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

 

Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 
Absent:   Trustee David Squirrell 
 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.    

 

August 9, 2021 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Trustee Grunthal Video from –6 Meetinghouse Village, Edgartown, MA 

 

Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there was a lot of communications and some 

financial things to deal with, but the meeting starts off with a public hearing.  This 

hearing has been open since June in reference to the proposed legislation that would put 

a ban on gas powered leaf blowers.  The Board of Trustees had a work session on this to 

incorporate information that has been received from the public hearing.  The document 

itself does not have the information incorporated at this time, but the public hearing 

remains open.  She opened it up to anyone who wanted to make comment on this 

legislation.  

 

 Ms. Lilian Burgler began by saying that she was here to respond to some of the 

issues that were raised in the work session last week as well as the previous public 

hearings.  She continued to say that she is a lifelong resident of Mount Kisco, she grew 

up here, and she is back and has started her family here.  Her concern is that the leaf 

blower issue has been framed as a pro-business versus pro-environment, but she thinks 

that is not the correct frame.  The issue is what businesses are being prioritized; Mount 

Kisco is not just landscapers.  She grew up here, she has a life of experience, she went 

to the public schools; she can tell you that is a stereotype and Mount Kisco is multitudes.  

She continued on to say that she is a business, she is a mom.  The service she provides 

is childcare and she works in the summers, mostly outdoors, and because the outdoors 

is her work place she spends a lot of time outdoors.  She can tell you who else works 

outdoors, other childcare workers, nannies, teachers, and babysitters; daycares and 

schools are businesses too.  The disabled in adult daycare have caretakers and workers 

who are outdoors.  Outdoor dining patrons and the restaurants they are eating at are all 

businesses as well.  Then, of course, there are all the businesses that are not outdoors 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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and not listening to these leaf blowers unfiltered.  If you are in a salon or spa, it’s bad 

for business if you are listening to a droning leaf blower outdoors.  It is bad for business 

if your doctor, psychiatrist, lawyer is losing productivity, which studies have shown, with 

a lot of noise.  She continued to say that we are talking about machines, the two-stroke 

leaf blower specifically.  Two-stroke engines, in general, have documented affects such 

as birth defects, learning delays, brain damage, and elevated cortisol levels, which lead 

to things like weight gain, chronic disease, respiratory disease, stroke, and the list truly 

does go on and on.  She can refer anyone who would like to read about this to research 

that she has spent a lot of time gathering.  Two weeks ago there was a recall on 

sunscreen for children, any childcare worker is aware of this; why was the sunscreen 

recalled, because the aerosol inside the cans contains benzene.  Benzene is a chemical 

that two-stroke engines put out in unfathomable amounts.  One study showed that an 

idling two-stroke engine puts out 60,000 times the safe amount of benzene per cubic 

meter.  The majority of Westchester has passed summer bans on gasoline powered leaf 

blowers.  It would be nice if we could simply ban two-stroke blowers, but it is an 

enforcement issue and we have decade of precedent to show that this is the best 

approach to the law.  Some Westchester municipalities are doing a second round of 

revisions to beef up their laws; Irvington comes to mind, Larchmont, Bedford is working 

on a revision; it goes on.  She really would like to ask and beg the Board to please 

consider instituting the summer ban as soon as feasible.  This law should have been 

passed decades ago; delaying is unacceptable, it fails the citizens of Mount Kisco.  

Finally, the frame should not be business versus business because there are landscapers 

who want to do the right thing.  She has spoken to them herself, there are landscapers 

who want to modernize, they do not want to use these retrograde tools anymore, they 

are concerned about their workers, and they are afraid that without a law, they are at a 

competitive disadvantage because the landscapers who are externalizing their costs into 

the commons are going to be able to provide a service more cheaply because other 

people are shouldering the cost.  The law levels the playing field as most laws do; it is 

the right thing to do, and is who we are.  Are we really going to say that it is ok to keep 

poisoning our kids for another summer and for what?  The landscapers who own these 

tools can use them during leaf season for as long as they need to so it really is the right 

thing to do on every level and she begs the Board to please think about the people who 

do not immediately pop into your head when you think of this issue.  

 

 Mr. John Rhodes began by saying that, like Lilian, he would like to speak about 

the potential delay.  He was at the work session where it was tentatively decided to 

extend the deadline for the summer ban on leaf blowers for another year or two to 2023.  

As the Board knows, they have presented quite a lot of information from the CAC 

(Conservation Advisory Council) and have basically said the law, even as it was initially 

written, was too lenient given the severe air and noise pollution being discussed, but 

thought it should be passed anyway.  The CAC still thinks it should be passed even if it 

weakened further with amendments, but they urge the Board to reconsider the 

extension of the summer ban for another year.  There is little benefit to this delay to the 

residents of Mount Kisco.  It basically means that the residents will have to put up with 

another summer of noise and air pollution, the question is who benefits from this.  It 

was mentioned at some point that some small business owners and landscapers would 

benefit and to some extent that it true.  However, it has been his observation that most 

of the landscapers who operate in Mount Kisco, Riving Landscaping for example, is a 

Peekskill based company with dozens of trucks and many employees and leaf blowers 

and so on.  They are a large company from out-of-town, and for these large companies, 

if they want to do business in Mount Kisco during the summer, they would have to make 

the investment because if they want to provide a service in Mount Kisco when it is 

healthy for the residents in Mount Kisco, that would be the cost of doing business.  They 

would make the calculation as to whether it was worth it for them.  Most of the negative 

benefits and results of delaying this, noise and air pollution, would frankly fall to 

everybody, mostly people who live in the multi-family residences around town; 

apartment buildings, co-ops, and condos.  Living in one, a co-op on Stewart Place, he 

knows quite well that these large contractors, who have people who do service these 
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developments, send teams out with multiple people with two-stroke leaf blowers.  They 

spend a lot of time because that is what they are being paid to do, blowing dust and a 

few leaves back and forth around the parking lots and paths and so on creating a lot of 

tangible and noticeable pollution both in terms of the particular matter and in terms of 

the gas and air pollution.  He noticed that because he has a respiratory condition and on 

a first-person basis it affects him and he knows that during the other testimonies that 

there were other people from other multi-family dwellings, including Barker Street, that 

have said it had a negative effect on their health.  Given the new IPCC report saying that 

we have to take whatever measures we can to reduce emissions, especially the more 

polluting ones, like from two-stroke engines.  He is not sure if they noticed, but there 

were quite a few days where we had air quality alerts, basically coming from pollution 

from gas powered engines and those very effective methods of warnings were for those 

with respiratory conditions to stay indoors and limit their exercise.  Do we want to go 

through another summer where we are going to have hundreds of these leaf blowers 

around town, spewing this pollution, creating health problems for children and for older 

people just to help the bottom line, primarily of large companies that are not Mount 

Kisco residents or businesses?  He thinks that doesn’t make any sense and really urges 

the Board to reconsider that part of the plan and reinstitute the original ban for the 

summer of 2022 on gas powered leaf blowers.  Thank you.  

 

Trustee Schleimer made note that it is important for people to see the changes 

and keeping the public hearing would be a good thing to do.  

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to point out that she does not believe that anyone on the 

Board is viewing this as a resident versus business issue, we are thinking in totality of 

everyone and what they are trying to do is provide the runway for the transition to 

electric equipment for those who have made an investment.  We have had requests from 

many homeowners that they do not want any ban at all.  The Board’s goal in all they do 

is to try and find balance for everyone across the whole community, and it is not an us 

versus them at any level.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

leave this public hearing open until the September 9, 2021 meeting; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

 

Legislative Update from Kitley Covill 

 

Legislator Kitley Covill began by thanking the Board for allowing her to be here 

this evening.  She advised the Board that she was not running again so this might be the 

last time they see her in this capacity, but she has appreciated working with them and 

the Village.  She continued on to say that Playland was a difficult lawsuit that has now 

been resolved, the County is putting money into Playland for improvements for the 

future with a partner who will run it.   The housing settlement that we have all struggled 

with for many years has been concluded; the judge issued a conclusion order last week 

so there are now 750+ affordable housing units which is what the County was required 

to have built.  She also pointed out that a housing study showed they needed 11,000 

housing units in the County to make sure people are housed.  Legislator Covill went on 

to say that they enacted Co-op legislation effective August 1, 2021, this will help 

applicants get a reason of denial when attempting to purchase homes.  They also 

enacted an Anti-Discrimination Amendment to their Human Rights Law as a result of the 

Asian-American issues that are happening, while being careful not to trot over first 

amendment rights, but to ensure that people are all treated equally.  The Legislators 
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also amended the Solid Waste Law to include food scrapping.  The Board of Legislators 

also approved a bond for design of the Mearstead Farmhouse, the main house is almost 

finished.  They also created a new division in Westchester County called the Office of 

Legal Counsel.  She also advised that there would be Ethics on the ballot in November; 

they enacted a new Ethics Code which she hopes will be a model for any town or village 

that wishes to look at it.   It is on the ballot because there is a change to who is 

appointing the members of it.  They also established an LGBTQ Advisory Board, and they 

increased the exemption for Veterans for property taxes.  This was the end of her 

update.  She thanked the Board for their time.  

 

Presentation from CityScape- Wireless Master Plan 

 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that CityScape Consultants is a consulting group 

that has been retained by Westchester County to address the wireless infrastructure 

throughout the County.   

 

Ms. Susan Rabold of CityScape Consultants presented the following: 
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There was some discussion amongst the Board in terms of timing for the poll, the 

information being requested, and when the best time to launch it to get the most 

participation from residents.  

 

1) Communications: 

a. Fox Lane Senior Car Wash – Thursday, August 26, 2021 

 

There was some discussion amongst the Board in terms of location and 

construction that would possibly be a complication for this event.  Village Manager 

Brancati suggested a new location for this in the Village Center Lot in Shopper’s Park.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the request to hold a car wash in the Village Center Parking Lot on Thursday, 

August 26, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

b. Farmers Market Request – Sunday, August 29, 2021 

 

There was some discussion on where the best location for this would be.  There 

were some logistical questions in terms of parking for vendors and residents as well as 

permit holders in any of the lots.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

approve the request to hold a Farmers Market in the South Moger lot on Sunday, August 

29, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 
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   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

c. Bet Torah Request – Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to grant the request of Bet Torah to use Shopper’s Park for a ceremony on 

Tuesday, September 7, 2021 from 5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

d. High Street Block Party Request – Saturday, September 11, 2021 

 

There was some discussion amongst the Board on the date chosen and some 

concerns around the 9/11 Memorial Service/Ceremony.  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the request to hold the High Street Block party on Saturday, 

September 11, 2021 from 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Abstain 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

e. 9/11 Memorial Request – Saturday, September 11, 2021  
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to hold the 

9/11 Memorial Ceremony on Saturday, September 11, 2021 at 6:15 p.m.; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

f. Chain of Life Request – Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 

There was some discussion amongst the Board in regards to the logistics of this 

event and whether or not we have asked for insurance in the past.  The Board was 

advised that there has not been any insurance requirements as this does not actually 

need approval, this is a courtesy request.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

allow the Chain of Life event on Sunday, October 10, 2021 with the understanding that 

participants must remain on the sidewalks; all in favor: 

 

 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting August 9, 2021 19 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

g. CAC Appointment request – Frank Pizzurro 

 

A request was made by the Board to schedule this interview for the next Board 

meeting and requests the Chair of the Board to be present as well.  

 

h. Resignation – Richard Gould – Leonard Park Committee/ Board of 

Assessment 

 

The Board accepted the resignation of Richard Gould from the Leonard Park 

Committee and Board of Assessment.  They thanked him for his tireless commitment 

and dedicated service to the community.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying there is a blood drive at the Mount Kisco 

Library on Tuesday, August 31st for anyone who is interested in donating.  She continued 

on to say that the 4th Annual Photography Exhibition deadline for submission is August 

22nd.  Trustee Schleimer also mentioned that if people are applying for passports, the 

processing time currently is significantly delayed.  She went on to say that there is an 

extended child tax credit payment that has started to go out to eligible families.  She 

also advised that the following benefits would be expiring on September 5th; Pandemic 

Unemployment Assistance, Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, 

Extended Benefits, and $300 Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation.   

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report at this time.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the 7-day average of Covid positivity rate in 

Westchester was 2.5% and is moving upward.  Today, the positivity rate was 3%.  There 

are more than 2,000 cases in the County with 15 active cases in the Village.  We are 

asking all visitors to please wear a mask regardless of vaccine status.  The vaccination 

rate in the 10549 zip code is 78.2%, but she wanted to advise residents that the Delta 

variant is very aggressive and is largely spreading through the unvaccinated.  Mayor 

Picinich went on to give information on how to get a vaccine in the Village as well as the 

locations of pop-up events coming soon to Mount Kisco.  She also advised that paving is 

going on throughout the Village until August 17th.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that 

the Recreation Department is offering a lifeguard course for anyone 15 years and older 

who are looking to get certified.   Mayor Picinich also made mention of the pop-up art 

exhibit by the Mount Kisco Arts Council as well as a reminder of their concert this week.   

 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting August 9, 2021 20 

 

a. Resolution to amend operating fund budgets to close fiscal year ending 

5/31/2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

accept the following resolution: 

 

Resolution to Modify Fiscal Year Ending 5.31.2020 Adopted Budget 

 

Resolved, the fiscal year ending in May 31, 2022 per the attached schedules: 

 

General Fund- all revenues and expenses net to$ 0.  

Water Fund- all revenues and expenses net to$ 0.  

Sewer Fund- increase revenues and expenses by$ 4,875.20  

Library Fund- reduce revenues and expenses by$ 89,203.35  

Debt Service Fund - all revenues net to $ 0 

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on August 3, 2021 for the months of June and 

July 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 293,782.44 

Water Fund      $   97,587.65 

Sewer Fund      $   79,985.44 

Library Fund     $     8,304.16    

Capital Fund      $ 184,625.06 

Trust Fund      $   11,601.19 

    TOTAL   $ 675,885.94 

 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: 9er Baseball, Mr. Brancati 

noted he would have to check enrollment; Cablevision Lightpath, this is cable for the 

entire Village and all buildings; Verizon Wireless, this is for mobile devices, pay stations, 

and other departments not just cell use; she also made note of the municipal channel 

being out for a few days.  

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – 5.6.2021 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to accept the minutes for May 6, 2021 with an edit to page 23; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

b. Regular Meeting Minutes – 6.07.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to accept the minutes as submitted for June 7, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:48 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

